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Abstract: Despite its renown as a tourist destination, the pre-Columbian and historic peoples of
the Middle Verde River Valley are relatively unknown in comparison to their northern and
southern neighbors–the Ancestral Pueblo and Hohokam. Yet, the peoples of the blue-green
valley have a fascinating and important role to play in the human history of the American
Southwest. This illustrated talk highlights recent contributions to our understanding of the
archaeology of the Middle Verde River Valley and its surrounding terrain. These contributions
include a newly published 1,481-year dendro-climate reconstruction (AD 571–1988) that
complements earlier streamflow and flood reconstructions; new understandings on settlement
and land-use patterns from the Archaic to Protohistoric time periods; evidence for the cultivation
of at least four species of domesticated agave; and data that address historical processes related
to immigration, political and economic alliances, cooperation and conflict.
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