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PROJECT DESCRIPTION : ;\

The purpose of this paper is to determine Lnd plot the
distribution of groundstone artifacts collected du&ing both the
‘84 and ‘85 seasons at Shoofly Village near Payso&, AZ. These
distributional maps will be based on frequencies Jnly and will
not take volume of dirt moved into account. The virious levels
and loci will not be considered at this time. It i$'intended to
be only a gross anaiysis of the spatial relationshigs of ground-

stone at Shoofly Village.

DATA

The data used in this analysis consists of 298igroundstone
artifacts collected and analyzed during the course £f investiga-
tions at Shoofly Village directed by Dr. Charles L. ﬁedman during
both the 1984 and 1985 field season. Groundstonle from last
year’s work that has not been analyzed was not incbuded. Also
excluded were several metate fragments whose proveni%nce data was
unavailable and some artifacts that had been analyz%d during 1lab
sessions before I began the project. I was not aw&re of these
items until several weeks after the end of the "85 se@ason when it
was too late to incorporate them into the analysis., Analysis
of the ‘85 material was done by me both at camp andH%t ASU after
the field school had ended. Variables recorded werﬁé Excavation
Unit, Level/Locus, Specimen #, Type, and Materiaﬁ. This same
information was taken from the analysis forms for %he‘%4 data
‘

done by M.M. Gregory and F.E. Gharrett. \

Classes included in the Type category were 1) Ménos (whole),




2) Mano fragments, 3) Metates (whole), 4) Metate ﬁragments, 5)

Shaft Tools, 6) Mortar, 7) Palette, 8) Axe, 9) Unkann. The ‘84

‘\’
data included an Indeterminate class which encompasﬁed all frag-

ments regardless of the possibility of 1dent1f1cat1dp Fragments

in the ‘85 assemblage were identified as spec1f1citypes where
|
possible. Those that were too small to identffy or were

unidentifiable were placed in the Unknown class.} In order to

include the large Indeterminate class of the ‘84 ?ata in this
analysis, the actual artifacts were inspected and iantified.
SPECIFIC AREAS

The following is a general description of the groundstone
assemblage found in selected areas of the site. Thd%e areas are
the major rooms excavated during the ‘85 season a%d the large
midden area in the South Plaza. (See Frequency Charts and Sur-
face Maps). |
123E 158N ﬂ

In 123E 158N, the pithouse, the primary type of groundstone
artifact present is mano fragment which makes up F4 .5% of the
total assemblage collected. 22.7% is metate fraﬁments. One
shaft tool was found here along with two apparent pa%ettes.
88E 84N g

The assemblage from the south plaza midden cénsi%ted entire-
ly of mano fragments (44.4%), metate fragments (16 7%), and

unknown (38.9%). No whole artifacts were found in t%ls trench -

as might be expected in a midden area. H



113E 124N

There is very little qroundstone material from this room

(Ruth’s). The total assemblage consists of only nlne pieces, four

of wh1ch are whole manos. *‘7{“»W7$*w14,"1. ”w

117E 173N

57.9% of the assemblage in 117E 173N (David’s second room)

consisted of mano fragmentSQ Metate fragments (21%), whole manos

(10.5%), and unknown (10.5%) also occur. This roomﬁhad the third

highest count of groundstone artifacts of these sélected areas.

134E 114N was first while 123E 158N Qas second. ‘

130E 125N E
As in 113E 124N, there was very little grouﬁdstone found
here. The assemblage consists of nine pleces of wplch 4 (44.4%)
I

are whole manos.

134E 114N !

u
In terms of total overall numbers of groundsnone artifacts
collected, 134E 114N (David’s first room), had“the largest
assemblage. The striking thing about this room lF that nearly
half of all metate fragments (24 of 58) and 75% (%of 4) of all
whole metates occur here. This is the only roo# where whole
metates occur, and 57.5% of the assemblage consists of metate
fragments and whole metates. The other 42.5% consﬁsts of whole
manos and mano fragments. w
%
TYPES
Metates and Metate Fragments

Whole metates and metate fragments were conce trated in one




Shaft Tools

|
room - 134E 114N. These also occur elsewhere but iﬁ much smaller

numbers. v Lo . |

Lrm— -

Manos and Mano Fragments T -,
, T T \
These artifacts occur primarily in 4 rooms - 134E 114N (20),

123E 158N (20), 117E 173N (13), and 129E 174N (11). There is a

much more extensive distribution overall of manoa}than metates

(see maps). 4 |

|
!
|

Of the 5 artifacts discovered one occurs inﬁa room (123E

i
158N), while three were found in areas of burials. t

Axes , f

There are only two axes in this data set, and both of these

occur in 129E 174N. a room excavated in thé 1984 seéson.

PROBLEMS ‘

i

Factors that would affect any conclusions dr%wn from this
!

study include the omission of the volume of dirt moved when
comparing units, consistency between analyses (QM & 85), and
accuracy of analysis. o

The first was done so that an indication &f where the

groundstone was being found at the site overall coﬁld be shown.
, | X
The units are not directly comparable, but it doﬁ@ give us an

idea of where the groundstone is coming from and c%n help guide

further research. i
|

When looking at the artifacts from the 1984 thson, it was

noticed that a certain material was classified as sandstone by
\

Gregory and Gharrett while that same material was cﬁassified as



granite by me. Inconsxstency between the two 84§ana1ysts was

also noted. Who mlght be rlght also relates to thé final factor
i |
- accuracy. It must be admltted that those doxngrthe analysis

were relatively 1nexper1enced in identifying raw/material and

perhaps type of a:tlfact.

CONCLUSIONS

This has teen only a preliminary descriptive a?alysis of the
distribution of groundstone artifacts at Shoofly &illage. Any
interpretive conclusions would be premature. Moﬁe detail and
better control of the variables are required. Howe%er, it can be
noted that one central core room, 134E 114N, was dqstlnctlve for
the high number of groundstone artifacts excavated there and for
the high incidence of metates. It can also be noteﬁ that a high
proportion of the material occurred in rooms, but itimust'be kept
in mind that more area was excavated in the rooms tl‘ian in most of
the other units. ?
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SURFACE MAPS
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